Book 35 - Vultures
	ture, sure



There are many birds in the world, but perhaps the scariest looking bird of them all, is the vulture. Vultures live all over the world in Europe, Africa, Asia and even North and South America. The most iconic species of vulture is arguable the white-backed vulture. It’s hunched back and shoulders and low neck are two recognizable features of vultures portrayed in many entertainment sources.    
Looks
The white-backed vulture is undoubtedly considered a strange-looking creature with its exaggerated, hunched shoulders and low-set, crooked neck. The bird resembles a frail, old man its entire life, but these odd features allow the white-backed vulture to perform its daily duties of flying and scavenging as effective as they do. Its strong upper muscles allow the vulture to tear meat from an animal hundreds of times larger than its own body. A vulture’s long wings allow it to remain in the air for long durations, and it’s low-set neck make it far easier for the vulture to scour the ground for its next meal or to prop up like a periscope when walking on the ground. With all these odd features and a measurement of over two metres from each tip of a vulture’s wings, these birds make for a foreboding and frightening sight when soaring in the air. 
Habitat
Like many birds, the white-backed vulture has adapted to thrive in many different habitats in the east and west of Sub-Saharan Africa. However, they are commonly found in the savanna and grasslands where many large beasts roam and graze on the long grass of these areas. This is because the only food source for the white-backed vulture is the flesh of a deceased animal. Therefore, wherever a large number of animals roam, these vultures will surely be close by, waiting and searching for their next meal. 
A major feature of the vultures’ habitat is the scorching African sun. The African Savannahs are some of the hottest places on Earth, and while many animals like lions hide from the sun, the vulture takes great pleasure in sunbathing; especially after gorging down dead flesh. After a meal, it is common for vultures to face their backs against the sun, spread their wings open and sunbathe while they digest their food. 
Although the African Savannahs are large, unfortunately, these habitats of the vultures are slowly disappearing due to humans converting the land for agriculture means. This trend has had a negative impact on vulture numbers for many decades.     
Personality
Contrary to their looks and eating habits, vultures are timid animals and are rarely known to attack humans or other animals. In fact, vultures regularly wander into populated towns and cities in search of scraps, and while on their scavenger hunt in these populated places, vultures and humans coexist peacefully. When vultures do discover a large source of food such as a deceased wildebeest or impala, vultures will share such a feast among a large gathering of their brethren. Due to the numbers, fights over food are frequent but brief and even outside of meal time, the vultures will remain in these large groups for most of their time. It may surprise many people, but vultures have one of the strongest social cultures in the animal kingdom. This is most apparent when it comes to mating. Once a male and a female develop a bond between each other, they’ll stay loyal to each other for the remainder of their lives. 
When the female is ready to lay their single egg for the year, the female vultures congregate into a colony of between two and thirteen other birds in the savannah trees. Because of the low birth rate of vultures, both parents take great care toward nurturing their baby chick with both parents sharing the feeding duties of their newborn.   

