Book 39 – The rise of an empire
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The Empire of Rome was neither the longest running nor the biggest empire in history. Those achievements are bestowed to the Egyptian and Mongolian empires. The Egyptian empire lasted for more than three thousand years and the Mongolian empire spanned almost thirteen million square miles. While in contrast, Rome lasted a little over five hundred years and amassed a little less than two million square miles. However, Rome was arguably the most influential empire to the modern-day, western societies, and it’s most influential of all ideas was that of a Republican government where the people of the nation would elect officials to govern them in a committee called the senate. This type of governance was revolutionary for its time when every other nation governed its people with monarchies, but unfortunately, this system was fragile and prone to corruption and withered long before the nation itself collapsed.  
During the Republic era of Rome, a common method to garner political favour was through military conquests and expanding the nation’s borders. Unlike today, however, only the wealthy could vote, so government positions were mostly held by people from prominent families while the majority of civilians paid little attention to politics, preferring to seek guidance from their mythological figures than government officials.   
In the last years of the Republic lived a general names Julius Caesar, and like all other generals of the time, Caesar desired to attain a seat in the senate. During Caesar’s career as general, he garnered great prestige and respect from his military victories in Gaul; which today mostly resides within the boundaries of France. After his conquest of Gaul, he was appointed the region’s governor and quickly developed strong political alliances with other prominent statesmen; most notably Pompey.
After many years of a political alliance, Pompey grew fearful of Caesar’s strengthening reputation as his waned due to his military failures in Northern Spain. Both Caesar and Pompey commanded large armies and both desired to increase their political power. This combination ultimately led to a civil war between these two generals culminating in Caesar advancing onto Pompey’s stronghold in Northern Spain and decimating his armies. Pompey, fearing for his life, fled across the Mediterranean to Egypt in hopes to find refuge. 
Caesar, knowing his political adversary needed to be eradicated permanently before he could regain his military and political strength, followed Pompey to Egypt. Once in Egypt, Caesar fell in love with the young Pharoah, Cleopatra. Pompey was swiftly assassinated and Caesar lived for many years in Egypt enjoying the life as a ruler alongside Cleopatra. However, Caesar’s home, Rome, beckoned for his return. Much to Cleopatra’s despair, Caesar returned to Rome with the grandeurs of monarchy deeply instilled in his mind from his time in Egypt, and he wrangled further power within the Roman senate, centralizing increasingly more power to himself until one day, he could call himself the first dictator of Rome. 
Contrary to Caesar’s desires, Rome was never established as a monarchy, and the senate despised the power Caesar was accumulating. Eventually, enough senators grew frustrated to the point where they conspired Caesar’s assassination.
The assassination transpired almost immediately after Caesar entered the senate. The conspirators crowded Caesar, feigning enthusiastic support for a new legislation recently presented to him before revealing their daggers and stabbing Caesar to his death. 
Caesar’s assassination may have been conducted with the intent to prevent the Republic from falling into dictatorship, but the damage to the political balance was already too severe, and with the emergence of the power vacuum from Caesar’s death, political anarchy ensued until the first official Emperor of Rome was appointed: Emperor Augustus; Julius Caesar’s nephew. With this establishment of Rome’s first emperor, the Republic of Rome had officially died.   
